66  PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
Up to this point we had seen nothing of the highest part of the massif except the tops of some of its peaks, but on reaching the crest we found we were standing, not on a col between the first and second of a straight line of peaks, as the Survey map and previous statements had led us to expect, but just above the brow of a glacier emerging from a dazzling white snow-plateau or basin, some three miles long by one and a half wide, enclosed by six great peaks and one smaller one, which encircle it in a tiara of great beauty. The highest peak of all rises by itself directly from the ice of the plateau, unconnected with any of the others by cols. If the snow-summit we have called White Needle Peak, on the flank of which we here stood, the altitude of which we judged to be from 21,800 to 22,000 feet, be counted as a separate peak, as might fairly be done, then the number of peaks enclosing the plateau may be considered as eight. As, however, this summit crowns the end of a short spur of the highest peak, we have not included it in the number given. How wonderful are the revelations of Nature in* the Himalayan Ice World! Here was suddenly spread before our astonished eyes such a formation